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Am cndm e»ts to the <ria imis : 

The following Listing of (."!]aii«.s will replace <i\ prior versions, and iisUiigs, of claims in 
the application: 
IJgiing of Claims 

1 . (Previously presented) A bydrophilie, crosslinkable oligomer composition eomprising 

a) a first componetit oligomer comprising a pl«ra{it>' of polymerized monomer units 
having pendent hydrophilic polyfalkylene oxide) groups of the form ula: 

Z-0-(CII(R^)-Cl h--Q),,-- 

wj.icrcui A ii> u polymcrizahlc ctii ylenically uusatm-ated moiet>. R' is a 1 i or a lo Ci 
alkyj EToup, R^is a R a C; to alk vl grou p, arvl group, or combinations thereof aiid n 
is from 2 to 100, and Q is a divalent lin king aroup selected from ■<>> -NR.'- . -CO?- and 
• CONR--. and a plwahty of polymerized etfevlenically- i msamrated monomer units- 
having peTuieni, ethylenicdiy unsatm-ated iTee-radicaliy p<.>lymerizable .ftmctional groups; 
and 

b) a hydrophilic poly(alkylene oxide) crosslinking agent having polymcriziible, 
ethylenically unsalurated termmal groups. 

(Oi iin S I cvm u^uu i * hu i vhu in^udiios u I' agent is oi the fonnuia 

/ Qc^IiRUil O (Ci^R )Cil-0)n C!{(R'){ H> Q/ 

vs he. cm n ^ polv met j a hL eth> Icnicallv unsaturated moiei> , R' is a H or a f j to C 

i^k>l gioitp anc u is nuni 20 to "^OC and Q is a divalent Imking group selected tiom (> 

NR^ . -€0?- ai5d -CONR^-. 

>0 f J ! 5 K >! feomcj coi ipv^sit on ol tlami I whcicui the compos uon s md^ 
procsssible ai temperatures ot or sess. 

4 it. urKnl X mended) 1 he composition of widini i whtr;.in said compositK>n has a lesiduai 
inonomei apc sob v.^nt >.>->nicnt ol less *l\m 2 weight °<> 
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5 . (Original) I he con5p<.)sili<>n of ciaira I , wherein said oiigomer a) has an average degree of 
polymerization of less than 300. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7 (Original) The eompositiofl of ekum 1 , svherein said crosslinking agent i.s a polyfetbylene 
oxide) (co)polymer. 

S. (Original) The composition of ciaira 1, wherein said crosslinking agent, is a poiy(etl\y!ene 
o.Kide-co-propy bne oxide) copoiy mer. 

9. (Ourrentiy amended) The eoTnposition of ciaira i wherein said first component oiigomer 
comprises: 

a) iVorsi 20 U) ^>'^) pan.s hs \\eii;ht ofpoh merized eth>' 1 en i c'l ! 1 y- unsatura ted monomer 
units having pendeiu, hydrophilic poly(ailvyicne oxide) groups, and 

b) from 0, 1 to 25 parts by weight of polymerized ethyienical iy-misatm a^^ monomer 
units deriv^a4mm i>^f-m^-6thy4er>^^ having a pendent, 
ethylenically unsaturated polymerizable group; or 

c) from 0 to 25 parts by weight of polymerized igthylenlcally-unsaturated monomer 
units d e ri v e ti # om of a n ei hy Igaieali-yHmsatu- mted monomer having a pendent 
phoioinitiator group; and 

d) from 0 to 30 parts by weight of polyraerized ethylenically-unsatitrated monomer 
units derived .from acrylic acid esters ; and 

e) .iTos ri 0 lo 35 parts by weight of at least one other edjyjenkaljy-u^^ 

monosncr. 

).(.!. (Original) i he composition of claim 1 wherein said iirst oligomer having pendent 
unsaturated polymerii'Siible groups is prepared by the reaction of an oligomer having a plurality of 
pendent reactive fmictional groups with an unsaturated compounds having co-reaciive functional 
groups. 
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1 1 . (Original) rhe composition of elaim 1 0 whereift said pendent reactive functional groups 
axe selected from hydroxy!, amino, ox^izoiinyl, Qxazolonyl, acetyl acetonyl, car boxyl, isocyanato, 
epoxy, aziridinyi, acyloyl halide, and cyclic anhydride groups. 

1 2. (Original) The composition of claim I vvhich compmes an amount of said crosslinking 
agent is sutBcient to provide more ihm two crosslinks per first component oligomer chain. 

13. (Original) The composition of claim 1 which comprises: 

a) irom BO to 99.9 parts by weight of said first component oligomer, and 

h) from 0,1 to 50 parts by weight of said crosslinking agent, 

wherein the composition, when crosslinjked, can absorb at least 50 wt.% water. 

14. (Original) Tha composi tion of claim I fiuther comprising a non-polymeric photoinitiator, 

15. (Original) A crosslinked composition comprising the composition of ckurn 1, having an 
average molecuiai- weight between crosslinks of at least 1000, 



16. (Original .) The composition of claim 2, wherein said Z of said crosslinking agent is 
selected from 



0 r' 

C-C-Ci-b 


0 O 

C C\\ht N C CH-Clls 


0 O ii' 

-CVH^rO C (112 


0 C) 
i! li 1 
— c-o-cvb-«^~^ -<~'^h 


o i 0 r 

i! j li 1 
-~C-0™CrH>. -{ -V-CIU 


0 0 R" 
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-c;ii2.-(:;ii-cii2 
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wherein R. is ti or Me and r ■■■■ i-lQ. 

I " ' ^1 \ "ios-es toi mjMi J a ^jiihstuiiL bcaimsi a coatiiu ot a crossliiiked polymer 

c nrx\ u n ist i ! iw^ tli <. ) toi \pi sin skp s >i 

1 ( lusu mtt) -idjd sin->i Oh tihjjonxr conipo-'Hion tl claim 1; ajid 

0) phoiocherrjicallv crossimkmg said first eomponent oligomer and crossHnking 

agent, in the presence of a photoimtiator. 

1 8. (Currently amended) The process of claim 1 7 wherein said oligomer composition has 
been panially aired «mH-^ed to a eo^iaWe viscosity of from 750 to 7,500 cPs at 22%.' prior to 
step a. 

19. (Currently fimended) The process of claim 17 wherein said oligomer composition 
comprises 

a> |\\ 1 0(i part^ b> v\eigh5 of said ilrsi componenU an amount of said crosslinking 
agent sufficient to pmvide more than two crosslinks per first component oligoiner 
chain; 

b) less &m. 2 parts by weight residual mo nomer and solvent content; and 

c) from 0.01 to about 5.0 parts by weight of a photoimtiator. 

20. ((^uiTently amended) 'llie process of claim 17 wherein saiid first component oligomer 
compnses: 

^ >n ) ^>*? p-^rls I \ w 1 ht ol polyratn/cd cth^ icnKa.tK unsttiirutd monomer 

mils ^ n f ! h% ) 1 ) K(i!l icn (Mk^j^roijs nl 
I J nu \ULh dpcl>nicn d tiivknic yj\ uns nu ai nsonoraer 

! iSs^i I itt> ti^^h t ^Krfl an mu i ^ fymmot hdwiik. pcndcn 
einvicmcaiiv unsaturated poivinenzable firoup: and 

It 1 ott 2^ pm^ £>s \N i htotpohmta/cdctiTv,len v^aPj^ unsatunad monomer 
u 1 I \ )n ^ n vtiv K iK-alK-un-Tatui-Ated-j^o n oi H ejt hnn ^ a pcnutn* 
pnoiommaxor -aroup; and 
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d) from 
acid estersrp 




monomer. 



2 1 . (Original) The process of claim i 7 wherein die molecular weight (M,,) of said first 
oligomer is Jess than the entanglement moieciilar weight. 

22. (Original ) The process of clain; 1 7 wherein the average degree of polymeri2:ation of tt>e 
first and seccnd component oligomers is < 300. 

23. (Ojigiual) %e process of claim 1 7 wherein said first cornponent oligomer further 
comprises pendent photoinitiator groups, 

24. (Original) The p.rocess of claim 17 wherein said photoinitiator comprises a separate, 
component. 

25. (Original) .An absorbent dressing comprising a Gfos.slinked hydrophillc gel absorbent 
layer of ciaim 1, 

26. (Original) The ahsorbent dressing of claim 25 comprising: 
a permeable facing layer, 

a backing layer bonded to said facing layer at the peripherj', and 

a hydrophilic gel absorbent layer disposed between the backing aiid facing layer. 

2'?. (I )rj<;iu.<l - The .iboorbeni dr<-s.^5ng of claim 25 having a la> er of pressure sensitive 
adhesive on at least a portion of ihe front surface of the lacing layer. 

28, (Original .5 The absorbent dre.^;sing of claim 25 wherein the gel layer further comprises a 
pharmacologically acave agent. 
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29. (Origmai) The absorbent dressing of claim 25 wherein tbte gei layer iwther comprises a 
hydrocoMoid. 

30. (Original) The absorbent dressing of elaim 25 wherein the gel layer i.uriher comprises a 
paitemed surface. 

3 1 . (Original ) The ab.sorbe.nt dressing of elaim 25, vMrm said absorbent layer is transpiirent 
on swellmg, 

32. (Previoysly presented) The composition of claim 1 0, wlierein tlie ohgomer is derived 
Irom monomer units of the formula 

R' 

wherein R' is hydrogen, a Ci to C4 alkyl group, or a phenyl group, preferably hydrogen or a 
methyl groi.ip; 
is .selected ii-om 

COR*" — >a«^ — MIR^ 

Scheie R'' is an dikvLnc group lw> ng I to 6 carbon atoms 01 a ^- or 6-menibeied cvcloalkvleue 
aroup having to 10 carbon atoms, and 

^ itu 1 on! oup ^,}p >t. t cKtiDg w th a {v^iv.tji\c iuncttund! gioup hir fhe 
uicorporaiion ol a uee-raaicaUv po.ivmenzable itmctional group. 



